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Art and Wilderness
Institute

is a community
centered
Institute

focused on getting
the community
re-connected
with Nature.

We are based in 
Southern CA
and believe

that by Exploring,
Creating,

and Connecting,
we grow

as people and 
as community.

All of our programs 
aim at incorporating

service-learning
in order to give back

to our local
communities
and the world.
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Since October, Israel has damaged and
destroyed waste management facilities and
has cut power. UNEP estimates that at least
100,000 cubic meters of sewage and
wastewater are being dumped daily onto
land or into the Mediterranean Sea.

841,000
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Scan to learn more: 

www.artandwildernessinstitute.com
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Israel has used white phorphorus on
civilian populations. Besides burning the
flesh of civilians, it also pollutes the
environment. Once it contaminates
rivers and aquifers the chemicals are
hazardous to all life. 

White Phosphorous
illegal
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Since October 8, Israel has polluted
more than 800,000 metric tons into the
atmosphere during it’s carpet bombing,
genocidal campaign. (THE GUARDIAN)

GENOCIDE is ECOCIDE
R E P O R T
2 0 2 4

THE ECOLOGICAL COST OF
GENOCIDE AND OCCUPATION

30x saltier
Israel controls water access and flow
into Palestine and as many as 70
percent of Gazans resort to drinking
salty and contaminated water from
wells. (CSIS)

Another tactic used by the IDF and
Israeli Settlers is to release invasive
wild boars onto Palestinian land. The
law states killing, harming, or
trapping them is Illegal. The boars
damage crops and property and have
even attacked people. (JJP)

Another Israel’s colonial tactic is to
remove native plants that indigenous
Palestinians have a connection to. On
occupied stolen land Israelis replace
native plants with pine forests. The

acidity of the pine trees kills all nearby
native plants and the people’s connection
to it. After 1967 this tactic has been used
to seize and divide Palestinian territory
within east Jerusalem and the occupied

West Bank. (JJP)

23 million
TONS Hazardous
Materials & Debris
from Israel’s bombing campaign are
littering the streets of Gaza (amount
as of Jan, 2024.) (UNRWA)

WATER RIGHTS 
VIOLATIONS

HAZARDOUS
POLLUTION

1 million
olive trees

Settlers
continuously uproot
thousands of year
old olive trees. 
(JACOBIN MAGAZINE)

BY ISRAELI 
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& IDF
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Since the beginning of the Assault,

Israel has damaged over 5 million

square meters of farmland and

forest from the use of White

Phosphorous. (Washington Report)

3x the bomb equivalent combined
have been dropped on Gaza than on
Hiroshima. (DAILY SABAH)

https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/document/5596102
https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/document/5596102
https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/document/5596102
https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/document/5596102


Prayers for the Planet

By Hamza Sidky
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Islamic Insights
into 

Eco-Concious
Living



Untitled 1

 Salam Alykom Wa Rahmatullahi Wa Barakatuhu | 

Dear Muslim Brothers and Sisters,

We have a problem. A very big one. One that we cannot simply ignore. One that could be a 
significant sin on your scales on the day of judgement. What is this problem? We are failing to 
protect something that was entrusted to us, an amanah. What is that? The Environment, and the 
Earth we live in.

Here is why I am addressing Muslim brothers and sisters. As I mentioned earlier, this Earth was 
an amanah entrusted to us, Muslims! I have evidence to support this, but before that, I want to 
take a moment and share this: According to various scholars, The Qur’an mentions wasteful 
consumption (Isrāf) as the thirty-second greatest sin (al-islam.org).
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https://www.al-islam.org/greater-sins-volume-2-sayyid-abdul-husayn-dastghaib-shirazi/thirty-second-greater-sin-israf


Al-Quran Al-Kareem
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Untitled 5

Salam Alykom Wa Rahmatullahi Wa Barakatuhu!

Ya Allah! Grant our enviroment purification, nourishment, and prosperity!

Ya Allah! Help change our hearts, and the hearts of those around us, in how we view 
enviromental-care

Hopefully this letter will now change your perspective of how we look at our environment. It is a
very serious issue, that unfortunately, is often dismissed in the world of politics.
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-Mint leaves

House DrinksHouse Drinks

-Cinnamon
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Emerald Owl Warm
Elixer

-1/2 hot milk,1/2  milk

-Cocoa powder

-A TINY bit of cayanne pepper

Serve with whipped cream

and teal or purple

sprinkles
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The farmers market in Yorba Linda Islamic Center
was great! Before it started everyone was setting up

excitedly. There were three parts of the Art and
Wilderness section: food, fun games and other items.

For the food section there were fruits, tortillas,
orange juice, lemonade, bread with chicken, baklava,
rice krispy treats, cakepops, brownies and stinging 

The Farmer’s Market
Waleed Khalife

nettle tea. That was just most of the food that was there. And there were items like cilantro,
milkweed, tomato, peas, beans, bananas, succulents, axes, hats, pins, body salts, bracelets, and

stuffed animals. Lastly, there were games. like throwing a ball and whatever you hit you get to keep
what is inside it. And there was a soccer skills game and first place gets a Target gift card. 

 At the beginning everybody was buying from each other and it was very
calm. Many of the moms were just standing and talking together or

helping their kids set up. One of them, Jessica Jocson, says that it was
“a little bit stressful, but also cool to see them put in the effort.”

In an hour people started to come and it got very crowded. You would
need about five to ten minutes for a customer to buy something. It was a

fun experience. Everybody loved selling. Nura Soliman, 9, sold clay 
jewelry and says “I really liked it and I think it will help the people in Palestine.”                   
After a while even more people started coming. It was like customer after customer. It was cool to

get people what they wanted. And there were samples, a lot of them. It was delicious trying them. 
 After a long day it was time to pack up. There was a crew that would put the canopy back to its

place. And also others folded chairs and put the table back in its place. We raised $2,533.10 to give
to Palestine! Alhamdulillah! It was a great day at Yorba Linda Islamic Center.
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photo dump!
The Farmer’s Market
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AWI
POET'S
CORNER
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I love the rain,

It washes my pain,

It makes me cold,

The mud is too wet to mold.

It splashes,

But never mashes,

There is a storm!

In California that’s not a norm,

Hey look! It’s a storm and it’s starting to change its
form!

Run, Run!

This is not the time for a pun.
Go, Go!

I want you safe,

I love you so,

And this is why you have to go! 

I love the rain.
By Nura Soliman
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I love the rain.
This is dangerous!

But to be honest,

This is something I would never want to miss.

Go there, follow the sun, Go, Go, hurry and run!

I love you so and this is why you have to go.

Don’t worry, I’ll meet you right there,

But try not to get too close to a bear!

Good bye!

The stars will sing you a lullaby.

Ok now, for real, good bye,

Oh my, Oh my, 

The storm is so big,

But why?

If you want to submit a poem for a chance to be featured in
the Poet's Corner, email awinewsletter.editor@gmail.com
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CORNER
The Green

Masjid
Initiative
aims to

support our
masajid

transition
towards more
sustainable

and
responsible
practices in
accordance

with the
Quran and
Sunnah.

We have been
endorsed by

the
​ Islamic Shura

Council of
Southern

California.

Visit our Website

Click link to
the take quiz

what earth hero are
you?

what earth hero are
you?

every one can be a
go green hero and
now you can too!

take this quiz to see
wich one you are

https://www.artandwildernessinstitute.com/green-masjid-initiative.html
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Yus
ra’s 

fiddleneck
interview!

Yusra: Hi. Welcome Fiddleneck. How are you

feeling today?

Fiddleneck: I feel good. I like the winter

season and spring.

Yusra: What are some of your hobbies?

Fiddleneck: I like to attract pollinators,

create shade, and hold soil to allow

moisture to come through.

Yusra: Where do you live?

Fiddleneck: I live in the wildlands of

California.

Yusra: How tall are you?
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Fiddleneck: I can grow up to 4 ft. 

Yusra: How would you describe yourself?

Fiddleneck: I have hairy leaves and stems,

and I have yellow flowers on my head. 

Yusra: What are things you don’t like?

Fiddleneck: I am poisonous to livestock,

like cows and horses. Sometimes I can make

your skin itch. However, the Chumash used

to toast my seeds and eat them. 

Yusra: It was so good to meet you. Hope to

see you out on the trails!

Fiddleneck: You too. See you soon.

Yus
ra’s 

fiddleneck
interview!

(cont)
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HOUSE SCOREBOARD

Learn more
about how
the houses

earned these
points

Did you know?
 You have to fill out the form to earn points for
volunteer days, leading hikes, and other things.

The points won't get added unless you fill out the
form!

Only actions worth 5 or more get displayed on the
house scoreboard even though the points will be

added. 

Emerald Owl is in the Lead

Get House Points

https://www.artandwildernessinstitute.com/house-check-the-score.html
https://www.artandwildernessinstitute.com/house-contribution-form.html
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click  to
play!
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CORNER

play to prove your
knowledge

https://crosswordlabs.com/view/whats-under-the-log
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Yes

INTERVIEWS WITH
AALIYAH R. 

What is your favorite 
                   trail and why? 

INTERVIEWINNG MARIA RASHID 

What is your favorite
OC park?

Have you been to any
National Parks? 

What is your
favorite national park ?

What do you do for art and
wilderness institute?

Quail Hill 

O Neil Regional 

Yes

Sequoia 

Redwood Raven
Preschool Teacher 
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INTERVIEWING MARIA RASHID ,  
(CONTINUED)

 What is your hobby or
hobb﻿ies? 

What do you do in your
free time? 

What is your favorite
book?

What is your favorite house
and why ?

If you had a superpower what
would it be and why?

Running, Basketball, Skating,
Reading, Journaling

Visit my friends,  run,
research, journaling

I have SO many, and one of
them is The Legend of

Redwood Raven 

Redwood Raven
because I am in it

Super speed, super
strength and enhanced

flexibility
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Fall 2023 / Spring 2024
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SAVE THE DATE



CLICK TO REGISTER

https://app.jackrabbitclass.com/jr3.0/ParentPortal/Login?orgId=543242
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whoo
whoo!

I'm smiling
on the
inside.



Call for:
Poetry,
Articles,
Comics,

Nature Journaling Pages,
Cool stories about your AWI

classes, teachers,
and more!

Want to contribute
to the Newsletter?
Want to contribute
to the Newsletter?

Email 
sumayyah.labanieh@gmail.com

TO JOIN THE TEAM


